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Stained Glass Guide
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Thornhill Church is dedicated to St Michael and All Angels and stands on the south side of the Calder valley, five miles west of Wakefield. There has been a church on the site since Anglo-Saxon times. Since the late l4th century its history has been closely linked with that of the important Savile family; the ruins of their moated manor house lie in the park to the east of the church. The church is of interest both as an historic building, and for the important monuments and outstanding medieval stained glass which it contains. 
The audio guide that accompanies this sheet has been compiled as part of a community project   between Thornhill Community Academy and Thornhill Parish Church and we thank everyone who has taken part.
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The Glass
The medieval stained glass at Thornhill has been called the finest display in the north of England, outside the City of York. In the Savile Chapel the two western windows in the north wall have glass of 1447, one with a crucifixion, and the other including the figures of Thomas and Lady Savile, along with a request for prayers for their souls. The eastern window in the same wall, of 1493, shows scenes from the lif e of the Virgin. The east window of the chapel is a 'Doom', a popular medieval theme showing the Resurrection of the Dead and their admission to Heaven and Hell. The great east window of the Chancel, thought to be the work of French or Belgian craftsmen, shows another common medieval subject, the Tree of Jesse, ill ustrating the human descent of Christ from Jesse, the father of King David. [image: image2.jpg]NORTH AISLE
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The Stained Glass Windows

1. Engraved glass doors by Celia Kilner 2001

2. Baptism windows

3. Angels as companions in life and death

4. The Ministry of Angels – the Nativity and St John the Baptist

5. Angels as deliverers of men in troubled times

6. The Ministry of Angels – the Messiah, His Kingdom and the Church

7. Medieval glass

8. North chancel clerestory windows

9. South chancel clerestory windows

10. The ‘Jesse’ window

11. The Crucifixion

12. Holy Kindred

13. The life of the Virgin and Jesus

14. The new Doom window

15. South nave clerestory windows

16. North Nave clerestory windows

17. North aisle windows

Acknowledgements: West Yorkshire Archaeology Services 1992 HC/PFR,CP
